Seven Comprehension Strategies

(from Mosaic of Thought, Keene and Zimmerman, 1997)







Strategy #1:


Activating Prior Knowledge





Making Connections:


Text-to-Self:  things experienced


Text-to-Text:  things read


Text-to-World:  things heard





Strategy #2:


Determining Important Ideas & Themes





Determining Importance:


Key words


Key sentences


Key ideas, concepts, themes











Strategy #3:


Asking Questions





Key Questions:


Clarify meaning


Predicting


Determining author’s intent






































Strategy #4:


Creating Visual and Sensory Images


During and After Reading





Creating Images:


Images emerging from 5 senses


Immersion into details


Images change and adapt





Strategy #5:


Drawing Inferences





Drawing Inferences from Texts:


Interpret


Make predictions


Make connections


Make critical or analytic judgments





Strategy #6:


Retelling or Synthesizing Reading





Synthesizing:


Identify patterns 


Identify key concepts (chronology, cause/effect)


Retell using a number of mediums





Strategy #7:


Ways to Better Comprehend Problem Texts (Fix-Up Strategies)





Decoding:  sounding out problem words.


Word Recognition:  looking for textual clues to understand problem words


Word Analysis:  identifying prefix, suffix


Syntax:  reading out loud; monitor for meaning and comprehension.








