I am from... poem

Activity
For this activity, you are asked to write a poem according to a structure of categories. The title of the poem is "I Am From..." Each line that follows may begin with this same phrase, "I am from...," but that is not required. Some of you may prefer to start using this phrase at the beginning of each line. Your poem should include lines addressing the following categories:

"I am from... (specific places: as in rooms, buildings, cities, neighborhoods, states etc ...)"

"I am from... (specific people: as in family, friends, relatives, ancestors)"

"I am from... (specific foods you have grown up with: those you like, those you disliked)"

"I am from... (specific favorite games, toys, TV shows, sports that you liked to do as a child)"

"I am from... (specific family sayings, familiar phrases, things your elders say to you)"

"I am from... (specific things found in your neighborhood, and/or your house growing up)"

"I am from... (specific family traditions and celebrations)"

You may rearrange the lines, and make it sound poetic. We will be sharing our poems with each other. When describing items in each category, please be specific and give details. For purposes of this activity, your poems need to be based on real life experiences. Enjoy this activity and be creative!

Activity adapted from Linda Christensen in Beyond Heroes and Holidays: A Practical Guide to K ‑12 Anti‑Racist. Multicultural Education and Staff Development (1998) Network of Educators on the Americas, Washington D.C. pp. 391 ‑ 394.

