Attitudes About Language Survey

Directions: Place an X on the spectrum line to indicate your comfort level with the following statements.


1) How something is said is as important as what is said.

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

2) You can gauge how smart someone is by how well someone speaks.

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

3) By listening to about 5 minutes of a person’s taped conversation you are generally able to learn the following about a person:

a. The level of education he/she has reached.
Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

b. The age of the speaker

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

c. The gender of the speaker

Strongly Agree






 Strongly Disagree

d. The racial/ethnic background of the speaker

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

e. The socioeconomic background of the speaker

Strongly Agree






Strongly  Disagree

f. The regional background of the speaker

Strongly Agree





    
Strongly Disagree

4) I am annoyed when popular cultural texts (adverts, publicity, music, movies, e culture…) that target young people violate the conventions of formal SAE (Standard American English).

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

5) There is a correspondence between the years of education a person receives and the way he/she talks. A more educated person speaks in longer, more complex sentences, uses more extensive vocabulary, and shows evidence of a high degree of abstraction in her conversation.

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

6) Good Writing leads to good thinking.

Strongly Agree 






Strongly Disagree

7) The fact that George W. Bush sometimes uses a word inappropriately and organizes his sentences in a clumsy way is evidence of his average intelligence.

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree
8) As much as possible everyone should sound the same.

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

9) Telling African American students that it is permissible to use Black English Vernacular in a persuasive essay is “ghettoizing these students” and is ultimately a disservice to them.

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

10) The languages used in schools reflect an Eurocentric cultural perspective.

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

11) I have had many experiences where my language identity has been a source for discrimination. (Language identity: the social and cultural associations people make about me due to my way with words.)

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

12) I have had many experiences where my language identity has been a source for privilege.

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

13) People who write well are better thinkers than those who do not write well.

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

14) On a purely technical level a student will find better examples of good writing in the New Yorker than in People magazine.

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

15) School based reading and writing is conservative and presents a view of reading and writing that is out of date and does not resemble how reading and writing works in the real world.

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

16) Most textbooks and other school materials are written in a neutral, objective voice that does not privilege any particular group of people. It is the voice of objectivity, without ethnic, gender, class, or regional accents.

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree

17) The language of schools is the language of success.

Strongly Agree






Strongly Disagree
