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Authentic assessment allows students to demonstrate their competence in multiple ways.  Students work on performance based tasks, using, applying, and expressing habits of mind and the knowledge that they have created.  Throughout, students are asked to reflect on their work and thinking in order to develop their capacity to assess and redirect their learning.  

Assessment is authentic when it includes the making of meaning.  This occurs through a process of inquiry that is informed by prior knowledge and making connections to new understanding.  Students demonstrate meaning making in an original way that has value beyond school, and includes the possibility of contributions to the field of study (Newman).  Authentic assessments are embedded in ongoing curriculum work, as well as in culminating performances.  Typical authentic assessments include projects, exhibitions, portfolios, and demonstrations.  

