
IMAGES OF PRACTICE WRITING ACTIVITY





Cycle of Action Research: Problem Formation 


Purpose: A starting point for extended reflections about teaching practice, including the possibility of generating research questions for action research.











Individual Writing Activity:





1.	Thinking over your school year, brainstorm a list of images that immediately come to your mind as important. It's not important to think of their specific meaning or importance now. Just list as many as you can in 5 min.


Examples: �a student's note on crumpled paper "please don't fail me, my father will kill me" �Carolyn rescuing the bird from inside the classroom �discussion 6th  period of To Kill a Mockingbird: students taking turns, their comments lead to other comments, I moved to the back of the room and they didn't notice





2.	Looking over your list, see which one pulls you. Spend 15 min fleshing it out in more detail. Paint as complete a picture as you can in the short time.





Group Sharing:





3.	In groups of three, share your writings. Select one of the writings that presents an issue that is compelling to everyone. Brainstorm a list of questions, then shape a good research question. 15. min.





4.	Discuss in large group: What issues of teaching and learning did this exercise bring out? Make sure each participant can identify an issue that relates to teaching and learning, is something they can influence, and is something they care about deeply.  10 min











