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Region 1

Dr. Roland N. Patterson I.S. 229:  “Fantasy Futures”
275 Harlem River Park Bridge
Bronx, NY  10453
Phone:  (718) 583-6266
Fax:  (718) 583-6325
Principal:  Dr. Ezra Matthias
CAL Leader:  Mary Ann Clarke
CAL Documenter:  Greg Kentera
“Fantasy Futures” is a motivational, interactive program in which seventh and eighth grade students gain exposure to multiple professions and evaluate potential career paths.  On a monthly basis, students select one career to explore.  They employ professional writing and communication skills to invite guests to speak about their professions at the school.  Additionally, students organize field trips to observe diverse work environments and simulate many hands-on components of each professional pursuit.  Students also explore standard aspects of the job search:  preparing resumes, interviewing, and identifying requisite education, skills, training, and work experience from job descriptions.  As a culminating project, students develop a career guide based on their analyses and evaluations of various professional pursuits.  

 

Region 4

I.S. 349 The Bushwick Academy of Math, Science and Technology
35 Starr Street
Brooklyn, NY  11221
Phone:  (718) 418-6389
Fax:  (718) 418-6146
Principal:  Charles Harrington
CAL Leader:  Nate Emeritz
CAL Documenter:  Steven Baldwin
In the “Writing Center and HealthCorps” project, students focus on urgent health issues through research, writing, and partnerships with community-based health organizations.  The HealthCorps of student-community leaders examines health concerns of the school’s adolescent population, as well as the Bushwick community.  Health topics include nutrition, sexually transmitted diseases, and substance abuse.  In partnership with healthcare and political organizations in Bushwick, HealthCorps students investigate the scientific and social contexts of health issues, risks and prevention.  They become advocates for a healthy community within and surrounding their school.  Students produce an ongoing newsletter, create a bilingual website and disseminate their work at a Health Fair to inform and educate their peers, teachers and the broader community of Bushwick.

 

Robert F. Wagner Secondary School for the Arts & Technology:  “Arts in Action”
47-07 30th Place
Long Island City, NY  11101
Phone:  (718) 472-5671
Fax:  (718) 472-9117
Principal:  Terry Born
CAL Leader:  Jeanne Manton
CAL Documenter:  Diane Varano
The “Arts in Action” project builds on the school’s theater arts collaboration with Young Audiences to create an interdisciplinary, thematic project in which students explore their roles in the larger context of community, society, and the world.  Across their subjects, students study cause and effect, actions and consequences, humans’ impact on the environment, and the position of the present-day world on a continuum from history through the future.  Visiting artists and CAL team teachers expand students’ story-telling strategies and skills through writing, acting and physical movement activities.  Students write, revise, and produce short plays around the theme they generated, “What would happen in the future if we don’t take care of the present?”  As a service learning component, students perform the plays at local elementary schools, hospitals and elderly residences.

 

Region 7

John J. Pershing I.S. 220:  “African Artistry”
4812 9th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11220
Phone:  (718) 633-8200
Fax:  (718) 871-7466
Principal:  Jo Rossicone
CAL Leader:  Mark Bizarro
CAL Documenter:  David Mosher
Through the “African Artistry” project, sixth grade humanities students study the art and culture of Africa in a multi-disciplinary project that features partnerships with professional artists, musicians, and dancers.  Students and teachers participate in the “Symphony Space Curriculum Arts Project” in African studies, a series of on-going professional development and arts experiences thematically linked to the sixth grade ancient civilizations social studies curriculum.  With training in the pedagogical method of guided questioning, teachers help students better observe, analyze, and question what they see when viewing artifacts at the Museum of African Art and the New York Historical Society.  Students investigate cultural history with extensive exposure to professional artists and the unique resources of New York City.  The project culminates in oral presentations of student work and the creation of a Web site designed to showcase project activities.

 

Region 8

P.S. 27/M.S. 826:  “Water:  The Stuff of Life”
27 Huntington Street
Brooklyn, NY  11231
Phone:  (718) 330-9285
Fax:  (718) 596-4889
Principal:  Sara Barnes
CAL Leader:  Pamela Smith
CAL Documenter:  Joseph Ringston
In “Water:  The Stuff of Life,” sixth and seventh grade students explore the role of water in the natural world, ancient civilizations, and American history.  Students investigate the history and functions of water in their school’s neighborhood of Red Hook—a peninsula of Brooklyn—and examine the significance of water in life-cycles and ecosystems through laboratory experiments.  Students visit museums, a municipal wastewater treatment plant, and the Catskill-Delaware watershed and reservoirs to learn about historical and contemporary issues surrounding water’s role in society, commerce, and the environment.  Through the project, students have the opportunity to work with experts in the field of environmental conservation and coastal water preservation.  Students turnkey their knowledge as they become community water educators, using the school’s environmental center as their base of operations.  As a culminating project, students produce “big books” on various water-related topics, and share their publications with kindergartners in the lower school.

 

Upper Carroll M.S. 447 with New Horizons M.S. 828:  “Math and Science Inquiry Project”
M.S. 447
330 Smith Street
Brooklyn, NY  11231
Phone:  (718) 330-9300
Fax:  (718) 624-1664
Principal/CAL Leader & Documenter:  Lisa Gioe-Cordi

M.S. 828
317 Hoyt Street
Brooklyn, NY  11231
Phone:  (718) 330-9228
Fax:  (718) 330-9251
Principal/CAL Leader:  MaryLou Aranyos
CAL Documenter:  Nora Green
 “Math and Science Inquiry Project” is a partnership between two neighborhood middle schools in Brooklyn in which students conduct inquiry-based learning in the natural environment.  Students from both schools come together weekly to participate in off-site learning and research projects co-facilitated by their teachers and the staff of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden.  Teachers use the Globe Program—a method of teaching through hands-on environmental studies and data analysis—to guide the lessons and promote student interest and achievement.  Students develop research questions, gather background information, design and conduct an on-site investigation, and present their findings to their peers.  Each year, the partnering schools hold joint expositions to showcase students’ work to parents, teachers, and the community.

 

Region 10

Adam Clayton Powell I.S. 172:  “Law, Social Awareness and Conflict Resolution”
509 West 129th Street
New York, NY  10027
Phone: (212) 690-5977
Fax:  (212) 690-5980
Principal:  Dr. Salvador Fernandez
CAL Leader:  Sarah Versacci
CAL Documenter:  Kara Nesburg
“Law, Social Awareness & Conflict Resolution” is an integrated Social Studies and Language Arts curriculum in which eighth grade students explore conflict resolution, negotiation, and legal issues in post-Civil War American history.  Through a series of units designed to highlight the role of the legal system and social movements in U.S. history, students investigate topics—including the Jim-Crow laws, immigration, industrialization, labor unions, and civil rights—through historical fiction, non-fiction and case studies.  They demonstrate their learning through debates, mock trials and negotiations.  In preparing for these live deliberations, students hone their skills in forming arguments with evidentiary support and developing an understanding of multiple sides of an issue, The on-going experience in negotiation and due process emphasizes non-violent conflict resolution.  Students gain experience with practical legal pursuits through field trips to courtrooms and exposure to legal professionals, legal advocacy and public representation groups, and non-profit organizations in the field of law.

 

District 75

P9Q:  “Hall of Shapes” 
58-74 57th Street
Maspeth, NY  11378
Phone:  (718) 456-7105
Fax:  (718) 628-0488
Principal:  Jeanette Fricault
CAL Leader:  Robert Wojnarowski
CAL Documenter:  Gary Littman
“Hall of Shapes” is a technology-based project through which students at P9Q investigate mathematical properties and practical applications of geometric shapes.  Teachers collaborate to design units on the roles and characteristics of shapes in architecture, everyday life, art, and musical instruments.  Six classes of students rotate through the units, using a wireless mobile laptop lab to investigate these shape-based topics on the internet.  Students work individually and in groups to collect information and to organize and evaluate their findings.  This project helps the school’s population of emotionally disturbed special education students develop self-esteem and social skills (including cooperation and team-building), in addition to math and technology skills.  Culminating projects include a hallway installation of students’ research and analysis, and displays in a Science, Math & Technology Fair.  
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Community School District 1

East Side Community High School:  Writing Workshop and Publishing Company
420 E. 12th Street
New York, NY 10009
phone:  212-460-8467
fax:  212-260-9657
Ms. Erin Whitney, CAL Leader
Seventh and eighth grade students in Humanities classes institute a Writing Workshop and Publishing Company to strengthen their writing skills and gain a deeper understanding of the history of their community on the Lower East Side. Using technology, students write and publish a children’s book about local civil rights movements, a teen brochure about issues relevant to the youth in the community and a web site about the impact of immigration on the Lower East Side. Real audiences enjoy the writing projects as a local elementary school receives the children’s book, community agencies distribute the teen brochures and community members log on to the school’s web site. The Writing Workshop culminates with the publication of an on-line literary magazine, created with the support of 12th grade students. 

 

Community School District 2

Dr. Sun Yat Sen Middle School, MS 131:  World Theatre: Stepping into Shakespeare
100 Hester Street
New York, NY 10002
phone: 212-219-1204
fax: 212-925-6386
Ms. Alice Hom, CAL Leader 
Combining theater and literacy instruction, this project helps students become more proficient speakers, listeners, readers and writers of English. The interdisciplinary curriculum integrates Performing Arts, English Language Arts and Social Studies. Teachers work closely with A.R.T.S., Inc., the American Globe Theatre, Shakespeare Society and the Creative Arts Team at New York University. Students explore theater techniques as they study and perform plays from various cultures throughout time. The project culminates with a study of the works of Shakespeare. At the end of the school year, the students will organize and perform in a Shakespeare Festival for the Chinatown community.

 

Community School District 3

Manhattan School for Children:  Inquiry Based Science and Student Exhibition
154 West 93rd Street
New York, NY 10025
phone: 212-222-1450
fax: 212-222-1828
Ms. Debra Sandella, CAL Leader
Students and teachers engage in the process of scientific learning through an inquiry-based curriculum. Students use science laboratories, computer technologies and fieldwork to learn about real world science. By partnering with several area environmental centers, including Caumsett Center/Queens College Environmental Center, the YMCA Frost Valley Center and Clearpool Environmental Center, students have the opportunity to conduct self-directed, hands-on projects. Teachers partner with the City College of New York’s Education Learning Center to design their innovative science curriculum. As a result of the grant, the school will host its first Annual Science Exposition to share students’ work with the community. 

 

Community School District 6

The Mirabal Sisters School--IS 90:   Urban Farming Project
21 Jumel Place
New York, NY10032
phone: 212-927-8314
fax: 212-927-8334
Ms. Marilyn Anderson, CAL Leader
The Urban Farming Project enhances the science curriculum through hands-on activities that increase student understanding of food production from the seed to the market place.  Students and their teachers build hydroponic labs in the school and garden beds outside the school where they plant, cultivate, harvest and distribute crops. They explore basic plant physiology, the history of plant production and distribution, and nutrition.  Students distribute their crops to their school mates, families and local food pantries.  Students visit a community garden, a farmer’s market, a hydroponics farm and a food pantry to understand their work in a larger context. Parent leaders complete training on community gardening and local food distribution to continue to operate the project in the future.

 

Edward W. Stitt Intermediate School, IS 164:   Laws of Motion
401 West 164 Street
New York, NY10032
phone: 212-927-8380
fax: 212-923-6929
Joseph Negron, CAL Leader 
In this project, sixth grade students observe, analyze and discover various aspects of Newton’s laws of motion in their science classroom. Using both science and math skills, students conduct hands-on experiments involving forces and motion. They use real-time data collection and display their findings with spreadsheets and graphs. The inquiry based unit culminates with "The Egg Drop Project," where groups of students construct cost-effective housing for an egg so it will survive falling from the greatest possible height. Collaboration with graduate students at Columbia University’s School of Engineering and Teachers College provides students with an opportunity to see how their learning is applied in the real world.

 

Community School District 15

Brooklyn School for Collaborative Studies:   WBCS Community Radio Station
610 Henry Street
Brooklyn, NY11231
phone:  718-923-4711
fax:  718-923-4780
Ms. Teri Young, CAL Leader
Teachers, students and community members are creating WBCS, a community radio station housed in the Brooklyn School for Collaborative Studies. Working in the radio station provides students the opportunity to work collaboratively, present their work to a real audience, and disseminate information relevant to the community.  Building on the school’s theme of intergenerational learning, the radio station fosters strong relationships between students, teachers, community members and professional radio mentors. Teachers and students will partner with LPB Communications, Inc. for the installation of the radio equipment and with WFMU in Jersey City, NJ for training on operating, managing and maintaining a radio station.

 

Community School District 23

PS 156/ IS 392:   Living Museum
104 Sutter Avenue
Brooklyn, NY11212
phone: 718-498-2811
fax: 718-346-2804
Ms. Shirley Wheeler, CAL Leader
Sixth grade students are learning to "see life as a whole" through this integrated arts program. Studying the ancient civilizations of China, India, Egypt, and Greece, students make connections between cultures through their English, math, art and social studies classes. Students specifically examine ceramic arts and literature of the past and make connections to their lives today. With potters from Lotus Studios and writers from the Teachers and Writers Collaborative, students create their own pottery and produce creative writing as an extension of their content area classes. To celebrate their learning, the students publish an anthology of their original writings and create a "LivingMuseum" to exhibit their pottery and other works of art. 

 

District 85

The Eubie Blake School, PS/IS 25:  Community Playground Project
787 Lafayette Avenue
Brooklyn, NY11221
phone: 718-574-2336
fax: 718-455-5838
Ms. Linda Arrezo, CAL Leader 
This community based project allows student to make positive and lasting changes in their community. Working in partnership with the City Spaces Playground Project, seventh grade students design a community playground on their school property. This project brings together math and language arts skills. The first phase of the project involves architecture as students work with consultants to develop the design for the playground and create scale models of it. After the playground is built, students will conduct community outreach activities to meet the needs of those who use and enjoy the playground. 
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Community School District 10

In-Tech Academy MS/HS 368 (Bronx)
3333 Independence Avenue
Bronx, NY 10463
(718) 796-8630
Ms. Jessica Lippman, AP, CAL Leader
Seventh graders at the In-Tech Academy (MS/HS 368) will be engaged in "A Journey Through Time: Development of the Northwest Bronx," an interdisciplinary exploration of the area's evolution over the last 500 years. Students will conduct research using school-provided laptops, visit historical sites and interview residents of all ages while documenting their experiences in the form of memoirs, poems, essays, Power Point presentations, journals, drawings, and photographs. The final project, a three-dimensional interactive sculpture, will be placed in the entrance hallway of the school's temporary location and will eventually be moved to school's permanent location. Throughout the project, student progress will be videotaped, photographed, and made into an I-Movie to assist other schools in recreating this project in their own neighborhoods and communities.

Community School District 15


Secondary School of International Studies (Brooklyn)
284 Baltic Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 330-9390
Ms. Clairesa Clay, CAL Leader
Teachers of all subject areas from the Cobble Hill Middle School of Performing Arts will work collaboratively to facilitate the Brooklyn-centered, artistic, interdisciplinary project entitled "Bridging Community Gaps through Our Eyes." Students will study the histories of Gowanus/Red Hook, Cobble Hill, Park Slope, and surrounding areas. Biographical information will be compiled on community residents, families and cultural figures. Students will write a biographical narrative that will be used to create a video documentary in which they define their own "community." The documentary will highlight cross-generational interaction using standard video editing techniques and computer software. A student-produced, localized, and mixed-media adaptation of Romeo and Juliet will be the project's culminating activity.

Community School District 19

The Cypress Hills Community School/PS 89 (Brooklyn)
350 Linwood Street
Brooklyn, NY 11208
(718) 277-5048
Ms. Dawn Zilinske, CAL Leader
This small New Visions School will use its CAL grant to enhance technology integration into the core curriculum of its newly expanding middle grades. Using the Internet, hands-on experiments and collaborative efforts, the students will complete interdisciplinary units on "Weather Here and There" and "Endangered Species." Culminating exit projects will demonstrate each student's overall comprehension of each branch of science studied, as well as their achievement of ELA Standards. These projects will include researching a topic, designing and creating a web site, logging data and analyzing the results. 

The Essence School/IS 311(Brooklyn) 
800 Van Siclen Avenue<
Brooklyn, NY 11225
(718) 272-8371
Ms. Lisa Auslander, CAL Leader
As part of the "East New York Memorial Project," students at The Essence School, a small New Visions School, will apply skills from all their classes to link their study of American history with the Brooklyn community. Through a series of interdisciplinary, creative, hands-on activities, students will be empowered to tell the stories of East New York and to celebrate their diverse cultures. Activities include interviewing and surveying East New York residents, conducting research at the Brooklyn Historical Archives and Brooklyn Central Library, writing and performing dramatic presentations, and creating art projects such as memorial sculptures and murals. In addition, students will cultivate a garden in front of the school and perform community service in Ruby Weston Nursing Home to develop a sense of pride in themselves and their community.

Community School District 20

McKinley Educational Center IS 259: "Brush Up Your Shakespeare"
7301 Fort Hamilton Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 833-1000<
Ms. Marguerite Bartoloma, CAL Leader

"Brush Up Your Shakespeare" is a multi-faceted study that brings professional actors and scholars from the National Shakespeare Company and New York University into the classroom, while bringing students out into the real world to conduct fieldwork at the New York Public Library's Research Branches in the Performing Arts and the Humanities and Social Sciences. Students will study the works of Shakespeare, present their findings in oral and written reports, view professional performances, perform scenes, write responsive essays, keep journals and publish their work on a project website. Students will perform for their peers from all over New York State at the Public Theater's Annual Shakespeare Festival and create an Elizabethan Festival for the entire school community.

Community School District 23


PS/IS 298 (Brooklyn): "Community Greenhouse Project"
85 Watkins Street
Brooklyn, NY 11212
(718) 495-7793
Ms. Marc Mardy, CAL Leader
The "Community Greenhouse Project" integrates life science, mathematics and language arts in a school-wide beautification and improvement project. Students will visit the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, interview greenhouse staff to learn about the responsibilities of managing the facility, and research the types of plants that will be appropriate to grow at their school. Using Computer Aided Design and mathematical skills, students will draw sketches, build miniature classroom greenhouses, and design a full-size greenhouse to be built at the school. In collaboration with school staff and consultants, students will help construct the greenhouse, plant seeds and care for their plants. Parents and community members will be invited to take part in a grand opening celebration in the spring and a Harvest Festival in the fall.

Community School District 24

IS 77
976 Seneca Avenue
Ridgewood, NY 11385
(718) 366-7120
Ms. Josie Ann Foti, CAL Leader
"Conflict vs. Cooperation" is designed to address the issue of violence in schools through a rigorous, standards-based curriculum. The theme will be carried across all of the academic disciplines. In order to share strategies for avoiding and resolving conflicts with others, the students will develop a handbook tentatively called "How to Resolve Conflict in a Peaceful Manner." The handbook, which will be distributed to all incoming sixth graders, will assist new students in their transition to middle school and help to create a greater sense of community within the school. The students will also create brochures for the community designed to boost the school's image and to inform parents in the feeder elementary schools, the P.T.A. members, and the community at large about the positive programs within the school that are in place to help students deal with conflicts in constructive, peaceful ways.

Community School District 26

Irwin Altman MS 172 (Queens)
81-14 257 Street
Floral Park, NY 11004
(718) 831-4000
Mr. John Walsh, CAL Leader
"Voyage of Discovery Through the 3 R's: Reading, Rocketry and Robotics" is designed to make 6th grade English Language Learners better readers and writers of English. This interdisciplinary, multi-sensory program will incorporate language arts and technology into the middle school science curriculum through a central theme of 'space science.' The students will work individually and in cooperative teams to complete activities that promote problem solving and speaking and listening skills. Literacy skills will be taught through several fiction and non-fiction books with space and robotics as themes. Students will study the solar system, model rocketry, and robotics, and complete a Web Quest, which will take them on a virtual "Cosmic Vacation of a Lifetime." The culminating activity will be a trip to the Buehler Challenger and Science Center where students will "fly" a simulated space mission to Mars. 
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