
POWERFUL LEARNING EXPERIENCE





Purpose: To show the relationship between an individual’s powerful learning experience and principles of effective learning and teaching





YOU WILL NEED:


Paper for writing activity, flip charts to record discussion, copies of ten principles of effective teaching and learning found in Appendix A for all partcipants.





GUIDED WRITING ACTIVITY:


Individuals take time to reflect on and then write about a powerful learning experience that they have had either inside or outside of school.  A powerful learning experience is one where you experience a feeling of “ah-ha!”  It can be an individual or group learning experience where the learning is personal and meaningful with positive and lasting outcomes.  (5-10 minutes)





DISCUSSION IN PAIRS:


In pairs, share and discuss the powerful learning experience you wrote about. List characteristics of your experiences. (5 minutes)





GROUP DISCUSSION:


As someone facilitates a group discussion about the powerful learning experiences, someone else records characteristics on chart paper.  A list of common characteristics to the powerful learning experiences discussed is compiled to summarize the discussion. (10-15 minutes)





PRINCIPLES OF EFFECTIVE LEARNING AND TEACHING:


Make copies of the ten principles of effective teaching and learning found in Appendix A and hand them out.  In pairs, see where the characteristics of the groups’ powerful learning experiences are reflected in these principles. (5 – 10 minutes)





GROUP DISCUSSION:


Facilitate a discussion about the common characteristics and where they are reflected in the ten principles.  Discuss ways of incorporating them in the school vision statement.  5-10 minutes)














