Learning is purposeful, rigorous and related to the real world

Framing Questions: 

What does a “slice” of students’ writing—recently discussed at three different team meetings—tell us about this aspect of our mission?

How can we use the process of looking collaboratively at student work to help teachers to make learning more purposeful, rigorous and related to the world?

What other strategies should we be using?

Suggested Protocol (1 hour: times are approximate):

1. Presenter gives brief context and the questions, and then is silent for steps 2-4. 


-5 min

2. Reading the work with questions in mind. (given three pieces, this will be a quicker read than typical of a collaborative assessment conference) –10 min

3. Describing the work (what you see, no judgments about quality). –10 min

4. Questions raised by the work. – 10 min

5. Presenter responds to some of the questions and gives some additional thinking about why she picked the three pieces. – 5 min

6. General discussion of the framing questions, ending with a brief reflection on the process. – 20 min

